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Thrive at E-Smart 

From the Headmaster’s Desk 
 

In this meaningless life of mine I have seen both of these: the 
righteous perishing in their righteousness, and the wicked 
living long in their wickedness. 

Ecclesiastes 7:15 
Although a wicked person who commits a hundred crimes 
may live a long time, I know that it will go better with those 
who fear God, who are reverent before him. 

Ecclesiastes 8:12 
For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every 
hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 

Ecclesiastes 12:14 
 

Dear parents, 
 

I hope you have been staying safe and healthy amid the third 
wave of the COVID19 pandemic. Home is the safest place, so 
I strongly discourage you from letting your kids go out unless 
absolutely necessary.  To relieve their possible boredom, 
don’t simply resort to electronic devices and those media in 
which your kids are simply passive recipients.  Engage them 
in active reading to stretch their imagination, get them to 
retell the stories to sharpen their articulation, and play some 
boardgames like Monopoly, Scrabble and Pictionary to 
enhance your communication with them. 
 

Indeed, I still relish those childhood years when I hung out in 
the community library to read fairy tales, detective stories 
and science fiction, and play chess and other board games 
with my friends after school.  We grew up learning to play fair 
and strive hard against all odds to attain success, knowing 
that ‘the good will always prevail and the wicked be 
penalized’, and ‘those in power are always wise and 
impartial’. 
 

Such righteous ideas had been deeply implanted on my 
young mind until I first got disillusioned when my new 
umbrella was ‘mistakenly taken’ by another child at the 
umbrella rack outside the library.  I told the librarian who 
kindly posted a notice for me but to no avail, so I decided to 
peruse all the umbrellas left outside the library on other rainy 
days, only to give up in the end.  For a few times, I had to 
resist the temptation to take a better umbrella to replace the 
broken one that ‘forgetful’ child had left for me, and I was 
glad that I didn’t err in the end.  This childhood trauma has 
taught me that people are sinful by nature, and we strive to 
do good not because we will have rewards in the end but we 
would rather not perpetuate harm and hatred among us.   
 

As you can imagine, I had many more childhood ordeals 
which were in discord with the teachings I acquired by 
reading and listening to my parents and teachers.  The other 
one happened when I was about 6 or 7.  I remember going 
out on my own (it was safe in those days) to buy some snack 
with a fifty-cent coin in my hand.   A much older and taller girl 
in the neighbourhood asked where I was up to and what I was 
holding in my hand, and as I innocently opened my hand, she 
snatched the coin and took to her heels.  I did chase but she 
soon disappeared in the midst of the crowd. I don’t 
remember if I shed any tears but I kept looking out for her the 

next few days, vowing to avenge her wickedness.  I did run 
into her with my family one other day, telling my parents and 
staring at her.  I vividly remember her nervousness probably 
emanated from her guilty conscience, which I believe will live 
with her for the rest of her life. 
 

In fact, being robbed wasn’t a big distress at all compared 
with being wronged.  It happened at the end of the school 
Christmas party when I was in grade 6.  I was busy helping 
another teacher moving some equipment after the party 
while my homeroom teacher was distributing the gifts we 
brought for exchange.  Frustrated that I wasn’t there when 
she called out my name numerous times, she pounded the 
gift on my head when I finally appeared in front of her.  (You 
would have reported this to the authorities now, but not 40 
years ago.)  Since then, I have learned that those in power 
may abuse it, may not be wise or fair at all time, and may hide 
their blunders rather than admit them.  For some years after 
grade 6, I had had nightmares which involved that teacher.   
 

It had taken me some time to completely get over those 
childhood traumas, but my resilience grew with my Christian 
faith and realistic understanding of the world.  Unfortunately, 
there seems to be a lot more injustice and absurdity now than 
in the past, and the wicked seem to prevail rather than 
perish.  Such dissonance may create a lot of bewilderment on 
the minds of your children, and it is our job to help develop 
their resilience to cope with their disappointments.  I would 
recommend that besides reading fairy tales to impart some 
virtuous thoughts, you should read some historical accounts 
with your children, as some people like Hitler and Stalin were 
seen by many people as heroes rather than villains in their 
lifetime.   Such knowledge will nurture a critical mind and an 
unyielding spirit as they come to firmly believe that justice 
will ultimately be done! 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Clive Chan 
 
Stars of the Month  

Cheung Ho Kwan, Charles IEK2B Sat 9:00-10:00 
Chin Yan Ting, Jinnie IEK2A Sat 9:00-10:00 
Chong Ming Him, Ethan GWF1 Sat 2:00-3:00 
Chuang Yu Ki, Angela PTWB Mon 3:30-4:30 
Fong Sheung Man, Adrian WTE4A Fri 5:30-6:30 
Ko Tin Chi, Ryan  WTE6A Sat 10:00-11:00 
Lau Deborah Cheuk Yin GWF2A Sat 3:00-4:00 
Lee Cheuk Wing, Sireen WTE4B Sat 11:00-12:00 
Lo Yin Kwan, Charis WTE6B Mon 6:30-7:30 
Tsang Tsz Ngo, Enzo WTE4B Tues 5:30-6:30 
Tsui Hei Tung, Aiden WTE1 Sat 3:00-4:00 
Tsui Lok Ki, John WTE8A Sat 4:00-5:00 
Wong Tsz Yan, Yannies PTWE1 Sat 10:00-11:00 
Wu Yui Lam, Eunis WTE2A Fri 4:30-5:30 
Yeung Angel PTWE2 Sat 1:00-2:00 
Yeung Angel WTE2B Sat 2:00-3:00 
Yeung Yee Lam, Elim PTWP3 Mon 4:30-5:30 
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August continues to be a hot time of the year. Some ways to stay cool in the hot weather are: drinking more 

water, eating cool food (i.e. ice cream and watermelon) and staying protected when you are outdoors 

(remember to use sun cream). 

Below are some interesting celebration dates in August:  
 August 1 – 7th – International Clown Day  
 August 13th – International Left-Handers Day 
 August 25th – Kiss and Make Up Day 

 

The month of August also symbolizes strength and healing power, so it’s important to continue to stay strong 
and positive with whatever you’re going through. 

~ Ms. Josephine  

 

 

 

 

 

 

jj  

 I woke up yesterday and took my ride on the MTR as 

usual. When I sat on the chair, I felt something was wrong. 

The chairs had become massage chairs. I felt relaxed. The 

passengers were strange too. They weren’t humans. They 

were pets such as dogs, cats, turtles, rabbits and goldfish (in 

a tank). They could speak too. I was so frightened about that. 

A puppy was talking to me while I was looking at those 

strange passengers.  

 Then, I went out of the train and the lights were so 

shiny that I couldn’t even open my eyes. I even thought that 

I was on the stage because it had bright lights on it. When I 

opened my eyes, I saw that the station was covered by grass. 

I thought I was in a forest because the MTR station was full 

of trees, grass, animals and flowers. I took out my ticket and 

I noticed that it was a mushroom! I put it into the ticket 

machine and got out of the MTR station. My book dropped 

and I realized that the station went back to normal. 

A Magical Ride on The MTR 
By Bernice Li (WTE4A) 

 

Congratulations to the other writer of the month: 
Kirstie Pang (WTE4B) – My Worst Day  


