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From the Headmaster’s Desk
Dear Parents,

At E-Smart, we work hard to keep our classrooms safe and
positive while helping kids learn to treat each other with
respect. But as we all know, accidents sometimes happen,
kids bicker, and things occasionally get out of hand. When
they do, our biggest goal isn’t to hand out blame — it is to
encourage our students to take responsibility, learn from it,
and make things right.

How we guide them through these moments depends heavily
on the partnership between school and home. The way
parents interact with the school definitely has an impact on
how students perceive the world and behave accordingly.
Apparently, while teachers have evolved from being
authoritative to be more empathetic, parenting styles have
also changed over the years. Looking back at my own
childhood, two very different experiences with my parents
taught me a lasting lesson about what it truly means to be
fair and accountable.

When | was about nine, a playground argument broke out
between my friends and another group. Being the leader of
our pack, | ended up tackling another boy who pushed me,
causing a minor cut on his arm. Since we lived in the same
neighbourhood, his mother came straight to my house to tell
on me. The second my mother heard the complaint, she
spanked me right then and there in front of the visitor. There
was no discussion, no trial, and no chance for me to explain
or apologize. The other parent left satisfied. On the surface,
my mother looked highly responsible, but the actual conflict
wasn't resolved. In my young eyes, she was strict, but not
reasonable.

On the flip side, | remember my father handling a childhood
fight very differently when | was barely three. He calmly told
the other parent he would deal with it privately. Once they
left, he sat me down and asked for my side of the story. He
listened and realized | had been provoked. He didn’t punish
me; instead, he reminded me to control my emotions. My
dad didn’t even ask me to apologize, but because he was so
reasonable, | gladly would have done it just out of respect for
him.

Today, we see a very different phenomenon. Instead of old-
school discipline, there can sometimes be a slide into over-
protective parenting — where the instinct is to make
assumptions, protect one’s own child at all costs, and point
fingers before hearing the full story. As educators, we trust
that reasonable parents will partner with us, pause, and listen
to all perspectives rather than jumping to conclusions. It
brings up a great question for all of us: Do we want our kids
to take responsibility for their behaviour, or simply learn to
blame others?

We saw a beautiful example of real accountability a few
weeks ago. After a minor, accidental classroom dispute over
some stationery, a student chose to take the high road. He

wrote an incredibly honest, mature apology letter. He didn't
hide the facts — he explained that he was provoked and trying
to protect his work — but he still had the integrity to write, "I
sincerely apologize to you. | am sorry, please forgive me."

| highly applaud this student. By owning his reaction despite
the provocation, he showed a maturity that will take him very
far in life. Kudos to his family for some truly excellent
parenting!

Warm regards,
%W'»—é’ S—

Clive Chan
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It’s July! We're halfway through the year and, more importantly, the summer holidays are about to start! Itisa chance
to relax after a busy school year. July has some special days to help you unwind. July 1st is already a public holiday, but
did you know it is also International Joke Day? Established in 1994, the aim of Joke Day was to bring happiness to people
and encourage laughing. Research has revealed that laughing is good for your health; one minute of laughing has the
same health benefits for your heart as ten minutes on a rowing machine. Laughing can also help boost your immune
system, diffuse anger, and, most importantly, make you feel happy. So, why not share a joke or two with your family and
friends to improve their health!

14th July is Pandemonium Day. This chaotic-sounding day is when you break your normal routine and do something a
little bit crazy, or completely out of character. The purpose of this holiday is to relieve stress from your day-to-day tasks.

30th July is International Friendship Day, a day intended to bring together the peoples of the world and inspire peace
between countries and cultures. It is a day to go out hiking, have picnics, and meet new people — a slow-paced, relaxing
day.

These are just three days in July that you can use to help relieve stress and improve mental health, surely a great way to
start a summer holiday! Keep positive, keep happy, and have a wonderful holiday! ~ Mr Matthew

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WRITERS OF JULY:

Best Writer: Lau Tsz Fung (6B) — A Poem (White)
Others writers: Harriet Hui (2A) If | Am 106 Years Old; Tony Chen (4B) The First Time | Did Something!;

Higgs So (8A) Are Digital Messages Changing the Way We Write?; Perseue Wong (4A) A Day At The Beach;
Li Tsz Hin (8B) Should Humans Kill Other Animals For Food?

A Poem (White) - By Lau Tsz Fung (6B)

White flows peacefully in the sky,
a river passing through the galaxy.
White is so lonely,

as empty as my tummy.

White is a light of hope,

where darkness fades away.
White is my favourite colour,
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# # % Stars of the Month # # %

Au Ming Hin, Steve

WTE4A Sat 3:00-4:00

Chan Wang Hei, Ethan

WTE2A Fri 4:30-5:30

Cheng Chun Hei, Marcus

IEK10B Sat 11:00-12:00

Choi Ho Lam, Jack

| EK4B Sat 9:00-10:00

Chow Tsz Hei, Hayley

WTEGB Sat 3:00-4:00

Hung Ling To, Allen

WTE4B Sat 10:00-11:00

Hung Ling To, Allen

GWF4B Fri 5:30-6:30

Ko Sum Yau, Zoe

WTE8B Sat 11:00-12:00

Kwan Tsz Ching, Eleanor

WTE4B Fri 6:30-7:30

Lam Pak Yin, Lester

|EK4A Sat 1:00-2:00

BARBECUE
BEACH ' @
COOKOUT
FIRECRACKER
FIREWORKS
FLAG
FLIP FLOPS @
FOURTH .
FREEDOM
WORD SEARCH DIRECTIONS: Find and circle the

i
!

i vocabulary words in the grid. Look for them in all
! directions including backwards and diagonally.

HEAT

HIKING

_____________________________________________

ICE CREAM

Lau Tsz Fung

WTE6B Sat 11:00-12:00

Lui Hong Lam, Caitlyn

WTE6A Sat 10:00-11:00

Man Kin Ching, Lester

GWEF6A Sat 2:00-3:00

Ng Chi Yin, Andy

GWF4A Sat 2:00-3:00

Poon Tsz Mak, Wheatley

|EK2A Thu 5:30-6:30

Poon Wan Kiu, Hazel

WTE2A Sat 10:00-11:00

Tou Ka Ying, Lisa

WTE2A Sat 12:00-1:00

Wat Sin Sze, Celia

WTE2B Fri 5:30-6:30

Woo Wai Kiu, QQ

WTE4A Fri 5:30-6:30

Yam Chi Him, Randy

GWF6B Sat 1:00-2:00

Yeung Ching Hei, Daniel

WTE6B Fri 4:30-5:30

Yip Yu Shing, Bernie

|EK6B Sat 12:00-1:00
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HUDYZLVTUGLLPRSZXPPS Can you spot the 8 differences between these two pictures:
LEMONADE
MKNSUNBURNEEMNYZXAOU
OUTDOOR ELHSLKVYHKYMMPWTERTLN
PARADE PCGDCBOUTDOORTFWAKTFS
AARK WWNHMRAPVTNSPLGGZPH
ADSEOI ERZZAFKAPHATI.I
PATRIOTIC TUKGD I SEBXDRLMATHLN
5'MORES EWRBENDEKNEETFGUJRRSFE
— RAOLETERMWC I WIAUZMD
MTWKRUTPADBUOTDO QB I
SUNBURN EEEYFASNEABTERETFZYK
SUNSCREEN LRRSESWTRDINDAAFQST
SUNSHINE OP I HFSISCCNHSVYVHCATESHB
NAFUUEMVYEATIISEWYKEBW
SWIMMING SRFMCGMDC CKNUJIWLEMEKRY
TRAVEL UKMEMC I DILDNJZCYOJI
XEBMYENNCWAZTUOKOOTGC
WATERMELON
RWMK 1 PGF I RECRACKERM

SPOTETHENDIEEERENGE;

WATERPARK




